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Vute language 


Vute is a Mambiloid language of Cameroon and Gabon, with a thousand speakers in Nigeria . The 
orthography was standardized on March 9, 1979.® Noted dialect clusters are eastern, central, and 
Doume. 
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Phonology 

Consonants 

Consonants in Vute are numerous and include pulmonic and implosive airstreams. Labialization is 
phonemic in many consonants, some of which is dialectal. 


Consonants of VutePl 



Bilabial 

Labio¬ 

dental 

Dental/ 

Alveolar 

Post- 

alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Labial- 

velar 

Glottal 

plain 

lab.** 

plain 

lab.** 

plain 

lab.** 

plain 

lab.** 


plain 

lab. 

plain 

lab.** 

Nasal stop 

[m] m 

[ml 

mw 



[n] n 





Inlo 





Implosive 

[b]6 

[b“] 

bw 



[d]d 

[d»] 
dw * 









Plosive 

voiceless 

[Pi P 




[t]t 





[k]/c 

[k»] 

kw 

[kp }kp 



voiced 

[b~p]* 

b 




[d] d 





[g-y] 4 

9 

[g w ] 

gw 

[gh] gb 



prenasalized 

[ m b] 

mb 




[ n d] nd 

[„d“] 
ndw ** 




Pg] 

99 

Pg“] 

ogw 

p m gb] 

mgb s 



Affricate 

voiceless 







[tn 

c 

[Fj»] 

CW** 







voiced 







[d3]l 

[d3“] 

/m/** 







prenasalized 







[ n d3] 

nf 








Fricative 

voiceless 



[f ]f 

[f „] 

/w* 

[s]s 

[s»] 

SI/I/** 







[h ]h 

[h»] 

f)M/* 

voiced 



[v]v 












prenasalized 



pv] 

mV® 












Approximant 





[1—r—r]** 
l~r~r 




U ]y 



[w] w 




Vute 

Native to 

Cameroon 

Native speakers 21,000 (1997)M 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic-Congo 


■ Benue-Congo 


■ Mambiloid 


■ Mambila- 
Konja 


■ Mambila- 
Vute 


■ Tep-Vute 


■ Vute 
languages 


■ Vute 


Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

vut 

Glottolog 

vutel244 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 


ource/languoid/i 

d/vutel244)t 2 ] 


*becomes a fricative intervocalically. [i]gab] "they" -> [i]ga(3e] "their" 

**initially: [lee] "wall; intervocalically: [toro] "papaya'; finally: [bir] "oil palm tree' 






















































^Doume dialect only. 

41 Doume and eastern dialects only. 

^Central dialects only' 

^Only vowels /i/ lei /a/ may follow a labialized consonant. 

§ Low frequency^ 

Tones^ 

There are more phonemic tones than are marked in orthography, such as mid-high rising tone and mid tone being both unmarked <a> for 
example. Phonologically-conditioned downstep is unmarked. 


Tone Category 

IPA 

Orthography 

Example 

Gloss 

high tone 

1 

a, aa 

tim 

blood 

mid tone 

H 

a, aa 

mab 

louse 

low tone 

-1 

a, aa 

timni 

to drown 

mid-high 

1 

a, aa 

tim 

antelope 

low-high* 

/I 

a 

bun 

grass 

high-low 

V 

a, aa 

birj 

round, complete 

high-mid 

f 

a, aa 

mm 

good 

high-low-high 

V 

aa 

sum 

rainy season 


*Only in eastern dialects, on short vowels. All other dialects merge this class with low tone. 

Vowels! 3 ] 


Oral 

Nasal 

Long 

Short 

Long 

Short 

[i:] a 

[i-i] / 

P■]## 

mi* 

[e:] ee 

[e~£] e 

[eO 9? 

[£] ? 

[i:] ii ? 

[i ]i 

P=] ## 

ffl# 

[a:] 99 f 

[a] a 

[§:] 99 

[s]? f 

[a:] aa 

[a] a 

[a:] ^ 

[a] § 

[u:] uu 

[u-o] u 

[u:] W 

My 

[o:] oo 

[0-3] 0 

[6:] 99 

[o] 9 

[d:] dd* 

[3] 3* 

[5:] 99 

[5 ]9 f 

[ei] ei 


[ei] 


[ai] a/ 


[ai] 9i 


[ii] ii 


mu 


[ai] 9i 


[ai] ?i 


[oi] oi 


[01] 91 



* 13/ only contrasts from lol in open syllables and before velar final consonants: IkJ and /q/. When preceding bilabial and alveolar final 
consonants, [d] is understood to be an allophone of lol. 

4 Low frequency 
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